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Quivira NWR Impairment

In July 2016, the Chief Engineer for KDA-DWR filed the final report on the
impairment investigation in the Rattlesnake Creek subbasin (http://
agriculture.ks.gov/quivira). In that report, the Chief Engineer found that the
USFWS’ water right is being impaired 3,000-5,000 acre-feet per year on a regular
basis. Furthermore, the report states that “groundwater reductions and/or
augmentation will be needed to increase available streamflow at the Refuge.”
Over the past 12 months, the District board has submitted two augmentation
proposals to the USFWS in order to provide a remedy to the alleged impairment.
Unfortunately, the USFWS has declined these proposals. Over the past several
months, the District has been working with KDA-DWR to develop strategies that
will provide water to Quivira NWR while minimizing the impact to the local
economy. The District’s hydrologic model has been utilized to evaluate the effect
of these strategies on the subbasin into the future.

LEMA Proposed by District Board

On August 11, 2017, the District board introduced a general outline for a potential
Local Enhanced Management Area (LEMA) that is intended to increase efficiency
and reduce waste of water in the region. The details of this plan are still being
crafted and public input will be crucial for success. In general, the current
strategies being analyzed include end gun removal, irrigation technology
enhancements, streamflow augmentation, and water bank incentives. These
strategies will not work if the local water users do not understand them. There will
be informational meetings once more of the details are refined by the board.
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Big Bend Groundwater

Management District No. 5
125 S. Main St.
Stafford, KS 67578-1429

Budget Hearing

The public hearing to consider the 2018 budget for the District was held on July 13, 2017 at the District office in
Stafford. The Board proposed a $1,110,000 budget that includes funding for groundwater modeling and other
hydrologic studies. There are several ongoing projects throughout the District that require extensive study using the

District’s groundwater model. Following the hearing, the board
set the final budget and the assessment rates by formal resolution
2017-2. The adopted budget and assessment rates are shown to
the right.

Annual Meeting Recap

The District’s annual meeting was held on February 16th in St
John. There were approximately 30 in attendance for discussion
on the activities of the District and for the election of three board
member positions. Here are the election results: Darrell Wood -
Edwards County, Phillip Martin - Barton County and Jerry
Cullop - Rice County. All were elected to three-year terms.
Following the elections, the proposed budget 2018 was presented
to the public for review and discussion. Those in attendance were
provided project updates on several key issues throughout the
District, including the Rattlesnake Creek impairment, Hays/R9
Ranch transfer and the Regional Advisory Committee activities.
The annual meeting is an excellent opportunity to get an
overview of the various activities of the District and to provide
feedback to the board on those management strategies.

At the March board meeting, the District board officers were
appointed. Darrell Wood was elected as President. Fred Grunder
was elected to Vice-President. John Janssen was elected to
Treasurer. Jerry Cullop was elected as Secretary. The Board of
Directors for Big Bend GMD?S5 serve to represent the interests of
each county of the District.

Water Flowmeters

Accurate flowmeter records are extremely important for the proper management of the water resources in our area. If
you would like the District to test your flowmeter for accuracy, please contact our office to schedule an appointment.

Adopted Budget for 2018
PERSONNEL SERVICES
SALARIES $ 180,000
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 25,000
PAaYROLL TAXES 15,000
ADMINISTRATION
TRAVEL & CONFERENCES $ 17,000
UTILITIES 9,000
PRINTING & PUBLICATIONS 7,000
OFFICE SUPPLIES 5,000
OFFICE EQUIPMENT 4,000
BUILDING EXPENSES 3,000
FIELD EQUIPMENT 3,000
OTHER EXPENSES
WATER MANAGEMENT $ 610,000
PROFESSIONAL FEES 200,000
WEATHER STATIONS 15,000
INSURANCE 11,000
DUES & MEMBERSHIPS 1,500
OTHER 1,500
BUSINESS DINNERS 1,500
POSTAGE 1,500
TOTAL BUDGET $1,110,000
ASSESSMENT RATES (FY2018)
PER ACRE $ 0.05
PER ACRE-FooT 1.00

Do we have your correct mailing address?
Let us know at 125 S. Main St., Stafford, Kansas 67578 or call 620-234-5352.






